The age of an individual was determined by counting the number of bands, and then the animals were sorted out into different year classes. 
Growth
was measured mainly by the growth chech method which has been used in the studies of many gastropods.8-10)
The reliability of this method was examined by comparing the results with size-frequency data.
The number of survivors in each year class was followed and a semilogarithmic plot was drawn to obtain a survivorship curve that would show the mortality rate. Differences in the curves for the different year classes were examined using statistical variance analysis.
Results

Size Distribution
The size of the specimen was determined by its shell length. Fig. 3 shows the size distribution histograms of the limpets collected. The presence of a few modes in most cases suggests that the population may be composed of two or more cohorts. The recruitment of juveniles was first observed either in August or Cctober, as shown by the arrows in this diagram. From October the mean size of juveniles increased continuously in the succeeding months and a marked increase was seen especially from April to August. Most of the juveniles which were under 1.5mM when they first appeared in the samples grew up to 4-5 mM in shell length after one year. Mean sizes of the other cohorts also showed a distinguishable increment from April to October, but during the winter period, December to April, no growth was observed. Limpets smaller than 8mM in shell length accounted for over 90% of the whole population.
Age Determination
The occurrence of new bands formed on the shell edge was examined bimonthly.
The percentage of individuals with newly formed bands increased suddenly and sharply from February to June. In April it was over 70% and in June it reached 100%. Therefore one band is formed annually on the shell. The annual and quick formation of bands suggests that the bands are year rings. Population Age Structure Using the annual ring method, all samples were sorted into different age groups and the percentage of each group was calculated to show the population age structure (Fig. 5) . It is clear that there is a large recruitment into the population every year. The 0 age group juveniles contributed more than 50% and individuals older than three years were few, usually under 10% of the total population.
Although recruitment varied a little every year, the population kept a relatively stable age structure during the study period.
Mortality Rate
The initial mortality of juveniles was difficult to determine directly because the changes in their numbers reflected recruitment and death. In each year class the number of juveniles increased during the initial several months until it reached
